
 
Dear Seventh and Eighth Grade Parents: 

Reading is a vital skill to develop in our students, especially as they prepare for high school.  In order to help the students 

improve and to help them retain prior skills over the summer, we have instituted the following policy.   

During the summer we are requiring all of our 7th and 8th grade Literature students to read TWO NOVELS and write a book report 

using the Book Report Form found on our St. Thomas website. The book that is chosen should not be a book that has been 

previously read by your child.  Book reports will be due on the first day of school and will count towards the 1st quarter 

Literature grade.  The novels may be found at the Barnes and Noble bookstore, Amazon.com, or your local library.  

All students are required to choose one title from the list below and the other title can be a book of choice with a reading level 

of 6.0 or higher for incoming 7th graders and a reading level of 7.0 or higher for incoming 8th graders.  

*Although the majority of these novels are recommended by the American Library Association, we encourage parents and 

students to investigate and discuss book options together in order to make appropriate choices. 

1. Fahrenheit 451 

by Ray Bradbury 

 "Fahrenheit 451-- the temperature at which book paper catches fire and burns ..." A book burning official in a 

future fascist state finds out that books are a vital part of a culture he never knew, and he decides to pursue 

reading, until he is betrayed. 

2. To Kill a Mockingbird 

by Harper Lee 

 Scout Finch, the young daughter of a local attorney in the Deep South during the 1930s, tells of her father's defense 

of an African-American man charged with the rape of a white girl. 

3. Tom Sawyer 

by Mark Twain 

 Here is the story of Tom, Huck, Becky, and Aunt Polly; a tale of adventures, pranks, playing hookey, and 

summertime fun. Written by the author sometimes called "the Lincoln of literature," The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

was surprisingly neither a critical nor a financial success when it was first published in 1876. It was Mark Twain's 

first novel. However, since then Tom Sawyer has become his most popular work, enjoying dramatic, film, and even 

Broadway musical interpretations. 

4. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  

by Betty Smith 

 The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's A Tree 

Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, 

crowded with life and people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her 

bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired millions of readers for 

more than sixty years.  

5. Lilies of the Field 

by William Edmund Barrett 

 The enchanting story of two unlikely friends, a black ex-GI and the head of a group of German nuns, The Lilies 

of the Field tells the story of their impossible dream--to build a chapel in the desert. 

6. All Creatures Great and Small 

by James Herriott 

 All Creatures Great and Small is the memoir of a country veterinarian that includes many different kinds of 

stories, from ridiculous anecdotes to tear-jerking memories.  

7. Red Sky at Morning 

by Richard Bradford 



 The classic coming-of-age story set during World War II about the enduring spirit of youth and the values in life 

that count. 

8. The Five People you Meet in Heaven 

by Mitch Albom 

 Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. His job is fixing rides 

at a seaside amusement park. On his 83rd birthday, a tragic accident kills him as he tries to save a little girl from 

a falling cart. He awakes in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a destination, but an answer. 

9. Pride and Prejudice  

by Jane Austen 

 Jane Austen's witty comedy of manners--one of the most popular novels of all time--that features splendidly 

civilized sparring between the proud Mr. Darcy and the prejudiced Elizabeth Bennet as they play out their 

spirited courtship in a series of eighteenth-century drawing-room intrigues. 

10. The Count of Monte Cristo 

by Alexandre Dumas 

 Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond Dantès is confined to the grim fortress of If. There 

he learns of a great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo and he becomes determined not only 

to escape, but also to unearth the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three men responsible for 

his incarceration 

11. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle, DL (22 May 1859 – 7 July 1930)  

was a Scottish author most noted for his stories about the  

detective Sherlock Holmes, which are generally considered a major  

innovation in the field of crime fiction, and the adventures of  

Professor Challenger.  

12. The Outsiders 

by T.S. Hinton 

 Rivalry between rich and poor gangs in 1960s Oklahoma leads to the deaths of three teenagers and intense 

soul-searching for one of the kids involved, a sensitive fourteen-year-old writer named Ponyboy. Written over 

forty-five years ago, The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of fiction. S. E. Hinton's classic story of a 

boy who finds himself on the outskirts of regular society remains as powerful today as it was the day it was first 

published. 

13. Briar Rose –  

by Jane Yolen 

 Ever since she was a child, Rebecca has been enchanted by her grandmother Gemma’s stories about Briar 

Rose. But a promise Rebecca makes to her dying grandmother will lead her on a remarkable journey to uncover 

the truth of Gemma’s astonishing claim: I am Briar Rose. A journey that will lead her to unspeakable brutality 

and horror. But also to redemption and hope 

14. Brown Girl Dreaming 

by Jacqueline Woodson  

 Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she 

shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of 

Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both 

accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the 

world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the 

fact that she struggled with reading as a child. 

15. A Farewell to Arms 

by Ernest Hemingway  

  A Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front and his 

passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the looming horrors of the battlefield—weary, demoralized 



men marching in the rain during the German attack on Caporetto; the profound struggle between loyalty and 

desertion—this gripping, semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of war and the pain 

of lovers caught in its inexorable sweep.  

16. 1984 

by George Orwell 

 Winston Smith, a worker at the Ministry of Truth in the future political entity of Oceania, puts his life on the 

line when he joins a covert brotherhood in rebelling against the Party that controls all human thought and 

action. 

17. All Quiet on the Western Front 

by Tony Evans 

 When Paul Bäumer and his classmates join the army, nothing has prepared them for the death and destruction 

that they witness. Machine guns, huge artillery shells and poison gas create a nightmare world for these young 

men and their older comrades. For months and years attack is followed by counter-attack. Will any of Paul's 

friends survive long enough to return to their families and loved ones? Will there be a place for them at home, 

when peace finally comes? Can any of these soldiers make sense of the massive conflict in which they are 

involved? 

18. The Song at the Scaffold: A Novel of Horror and Holiness in the Reign of Terror 

by Gertrud Le Forte 

 Sister Marie rejoices at the thought of Christian martyrdom when her convent receives death threats during 

the French Revolution, but she worries that, when the time comes, her timid young novice, Blanche, will fail to 

make the ultimate sacrifice with the others. 

19. Cobra Island  

by Rev. Neil Boyton, S.J. 

 Frank Gaze, known by his friends as Scouty, is accompanying his father on a trip to India during World War I. When 

an enemy vessel destroys their ship and all on board must flee in lifeboats, Scouty is separated from his father. He 

and his companions become separated from the other lifeboats and are forced to land on a deserted island in the 

Indian Ocean. All his spiritual training as a devout Catholic and physical training as a boy scout are put to the test as 

he is faced with comforting several men on their death-beds, finding food and shelter in the wild and handling the 

dangers of venomous cobras and dangerous enemies.  

20. The Good Bad Boy: The Diary of an Eighth Grade Boy 

by Father Gerald Brennan 

 The story follows Pompey Briggs through his eighth grade year at Holy Cross Catholic School, through all of his 

ups and downs from September to graduation in June. We meet his family and friends, cheer him on at 

basketball games, follow the antics of the "Beaver Chiefs", and agonize with him over algebra exams. The little 

snippets from Pompey's diary are often hilarious, sometimes sad, but they are always flavored by a truly 

Catholic outlook on life. The surprise twist at the end was the perfect way for the story to end. 

21. Leap of Faith 

by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

 Forced to attend a Catholic middle school because of her conduct, Abigail discovers a talent for 

theater and develops a true religious faith. 

22. John Paul 2 High School Book Series--page-turning Catholic teen novels by Christian M. Frank! 

 Catholic Reluctantly #1 

o George Peterson would rather wrestle at a big high school, but he has to go to a new school 

run by Catholic parents: John Paul 2 High. Only seven kids in the whole school The building is 

falling apart. Weird things keep happening. And then there's Allie Weaver, drop-dead 

gorgeous, barely Catholic. Why did her parents suddenly transfer her to John Paul 2 High? 

And what is she so afraid of? 

 Trespasses Against Us #2 



o Celia Costain finds it tough being thought of as the perfect principal's daughter at John Paul 2 

High. Being Catholic has never been easy, but now Celia's friends are all dating and say she's 

uptight. Celia can deal with that, but how can she relax with someone stalking her friend 

Allie?    And no one will tell her what's really going on! 

 Summer of My Dissent #3 

o Grieving for her murdered friend, Allie feels lonely and distant from her classmates and the 

new kids at her school. But when she finds healing at a local evangelical church, she begins to 

question her Catholic faith. 

 Undercover Papist #4 

o Dispatched to Bible camp to rescue Allie Weaver from Protestantism, Brian Burke tries to win 

his JP2HS classmate back to the Catholic Church--but he and Allie both have much to learn 

about God and faith. 

 Near Occasions #5 

o Liz &J.P. just want to have fun, running a prank war and staying cooler than the school. But 

danger is near, and actions have consequences. 

23. Shadow of the Bear (from the Catholic Company) 

by Regina Doman 

 The Shadow of the Bear is about a mysterious young man, who lands on Blanche and Rose Brier’s doorstep in New 

York City. The two sisters have conflicting opinions on whether or not he is dangerous. Even as Blanche learns to 

trust him, her fears that Bear’s friendship threatens their family prove terrifyingly true. A modern retelling of the 

classic Brothers Grimm fairytale, “Snow White and Rose Red”. 

24. I Thirst 

by Gina Marinello-Sweeney 

 When Rebecca receives a mysterious note from an unknown source, she has no idea how it will change her life.  

Twenty-year-old Rebecca Veritas is used to being different, but has never felt extraordinary. She is a Dreamer, 

living in a world of poetry intermixed with the antics of her unique family and eccentric best friend Adriana. 

When she meets Peter, a young student from Canada who seems somehow to understand her from the start, 

her perception changes. With "Intermission", the single word in that mysterious note, as inspiration, the two 

writers embark on an incredible journey to a new world in the form of a story that will ultimately parallel their 

own lives. 

25. The Death of a Liturgist 

by Lorraine V. Murray 

 Saint Rita's Church doesn't like change and now a new litergist has arrived and vows to bring the parish up 

to date and make mass more appealing to the modern Catholics but when he turns up dead under 

mysterious circumstances suddenly everyone at the church is a suspect. 

26. A Long Way from Welcome: A Mystery in Paris 

by Echo Lewis 

 In this story Echo Lewis takes us from the small town of Welcome, Indiana, all the way to Paris, France 

alongside Maggie, a shy teenager who would really rather stay at home in her comfortable small town 

surroundings. Maggie is visiting her new step-dad's sister in an ancient convent in the heart of the city. 

There she becomes wrapped up in her new home and friends and in a mystery involving a series of art 

heists plaguing Paris. 

 

 


