
Adopt-a-Book
Grades 2-6



3-6 $15.00

It's 1944, W.W. II is raging. 
Jayna's big brother Rob is her 
only family. When Rob is called 
to duty on a destroyer, Jayna is 
left in their small town in 
upstate New York with their 
cranky landlady. But right before 
he leaves, Rob tells Jayna a 
secret: they may have a 
grandmother in Brooklyn. Rob 
found a little blue recipe book 
with her name and an address 
for a bakery. When Jayna learns 
that Rob is missing in action, 
she's devastated. Along with her 
turtle Theresa, the recipe book, 
and an encouraging, ghostly 
voice as her guide, Jayna sets 
out for Brooklyn in hopes of 
finding the family she so 
desperately needs.

2



3-6 $15.50

Who wouldn't want to live in 
a treehouse? Especially a 13-
storey treehouse that has a 
bowling alley, a see-through 
swimming pool, a tank full of 
sharks, a library full of 
comics, a secret underground 
laboratory, a games room, 
self-making beds, vines you 
can swing on, a vegetable 
vaporiser and a marshmallow 
machine that follows you 
around and automatically 
shoots your favourite
flavoured marshmallows into 
your mouth whenever it 
discerns you're hungry.
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3-5 $15.00

Brooklyn seventh-grader 
Georges's family has just 
moved, his best friend has 
ditched him, and he's 
endlessly bullied. So when 
his new neighbor offers to 
train him as a spy, Georges 
figures, why not? Spare 
and elegant prose, wry 
humor, deft plotting, and 
the presentation of 
complex ideas in an 
accessible way make this 
novel much more than just 
a mystery-with-a-twist.

4



3-6 $16.50

This series supplies the how-to's
of navigating reference sources 
when conducting research. Each 
book contains three to five 
chapters and several activities. 
Four of the volumes define and 
explain the best strategies for 
using a thesaurus, atlas, 
dictionary, or encyclopedia. The 
remaining titles deal with online 
research, focusing heavily on 
etiquette, privacy, and safety 
issues. Cyber bullying, 
legitimacy of sources, and 
deciding what personal 
information is appropriate to 
share online are just some of 
the topics discussed.
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K-3 $15.00

Merlin charges Jack and 
Annie to find four qualities 
that define greatness in a 
person. For the first, the 
subject of this book, they 
use the magic tree house 
to visit twelve-year-old 
Alexander the Great in 
ancient Macedonia. When 
arrogant Alexander wants 
an untamable horse, the 
children teach him 
humility. Though formulaic, 
this breezy chapter book 
imparts interesting 
historical information.
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K-3 $15.00

Three armadillos plan a 
girls' night out on the 
town, but first they must 
cross the highway (through 
a culvert) where a scrawny 
coyote lives. A clever 
retelling of the "Three Billy 
Goats Gruff," this tale ends 
happily with the Armadilly
Tuff sisters teaching Tallula
the coyote how to dance. 
Though garishly colored, 
the bold illustrations 
extend the humor of the 
text.
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2-4 $22.50
Taking over a rowdy gym class right before winter 
vacation is not something James Naismith wants to 
do at all. The last two teachers of this class quit in 
frustration. The students--a bunch of energetic young 
men--are bored with all the regular games and 
activities. Naismith needs something new, exciting, 
and fast to keep the class happy...or someone's going 
to get hurt. His only resources are a gymnasium, a 
couple peach baskets, some soccer balls, and his 
imagination. Saving this class is going to take a 
genius. Discover the true story of how Naismith 
invented basketball in 1891 at a school in Springfield, 
MassachusettsTaking over a rowdy gym class right 
before winter vacation is not something James 
Naismith wants to do at all. The last two teachers of 
this class quit in frustration. The students--a bunch of 
energetic young men--are bored with all the regular 
games and activities. Naismith needs something new, 
exciting, and fast to keep the class happy...or 
someone's going to get hurt. His only resources are a 
gymnasium, a couple peach baskets, some soccer 
balls, and his imagination. Saving this class is going to 
take a genius. Discover the true story of how 
Naismith invented basketball in 1891 at a school in 
Springfield, Massachusetts

8



2-4 $15.00

Isaac is focused on pitching 
a perfect game--so much 
so that he loses focus on 
everything else. Then he's 
encouraged to help with 
the Special Olympics. 
Previously using words like 
"retarded" and "weird," he 
has a lot to learn, but soon 
gets a new perspective on 
what perfect means. The 
character development is 
predictable, but the book's 
lesson is laudable.
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3-6 $15.50

Delly, eleven, is constantly 
in trouble for her impulsive 
and pugnacious behavior. 
Mysterious new classmate 
Ferris Boyd--skittish and 
mute--helps Delly learn to 
restrain herself as they 
slowly build a friendship. 
Hannigan's strengths are in 
a richly conveyed setting, 
with much of the novel 
taking place outdoors, and 
in her ability to depict with 
tremendous compassion a 
potentially unappealing 
main character
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2-4 $22.50
A year-and-a-half-long adventure of 
building a cozy home in the countryside 
involves an entire family of four. The oldest 
child describes the construction of the 
house, expertly shown in appealing soft-
colored illustrations that vary in size from 
full spreads to small vignettes. Water and 
electricity are shown being connected to a 
temporary home in a trailer so the family 
can live on the property while the work is 
being done. Friends and family help out 
from time to time during the creation of 
the small timber-frame home, but the 
girl's parents perform the majority of work 
on their own (a third child arrives in the 
course of the story). Engaging pictures are 
reminiscent of Lisa Campbell Ernst's 
charming illustrations and are based on 
the building of the author/illustrator's 
childhood home.
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2-4 $21.50

The team behind the Caldecott Honor book A River of 
Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams returns 
with a rewarding picture-book biography of self-taught 
African-American artist Horace Pippin. As a child, 
Pippin drew pictures at every opportunity, but his 
family's economic struggles eventually necessitated 
that he use his "big hands" in many other roles, 
including "stacking grain sacks at a feed store, 
shoveling coal at a rail yard," and later serving in WWI. 
Despite a war injury to his right arm, Pippin adapted in 
order to continue drawing and painting, eventually 
leading to recognition and fame in the art world. 
Sweet's naif mixed-media collages blend thick, solid 
color blocks with motifs mined from Pippin's vibrant 
compositions, which range from war scenes to that of 
children at play. The team behind the Caldecott Honor 
book A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos 
Williams returns with a rewarding picture-book 
biography of self-taught African-American artist 
Horace Pippin. As a child, Pippin drew pictures at every 
opportunity, but his family's economic struggles 
eventually necessitated that he use his "big hands" in 
many other roles, including "stacking grain sacks at a 
feed store, shoveling coal at a rail yard," and later 
serving in WWI. Despite a war injury to his right arm, 
Pippin adapted in order to continue drawing and 
painting, eventually leading to recognition and fame in 
the art world. Sweet's naif mixed-media collages blend 
thick, solid color blocks with motifs mined from 
Pippin's vibrant compositions, which range from war 
scenes to that of children at play.
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2-4 $15.00

It's one cliff-hanger after 
another when Andrew shrinks 
himself, his cousin, and his robot 
into specks smaller than dust. 
Their protection within a bubble 
is threatened time and again as 
the dog on whom they landed 
gets dragged into the bathtub. 
All kinds of gooey gross things 
come their way, from mold to 
spiders to dog doo. Greenburg 
works a little biology into the 
adventure, but basically this 
story relies on panic and slime. 
The expected ending never 
arrives; in its place is an 
announcement that Andrew's 
adventure continues in the next 
installment. Palen's black-and-
white illustrations underscore 
the exaggerated sense of alarm.
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2-4 $15.00

Ten-year-old inventor 
Andrew Dubble takes his 
robot Thudd and his 
cousin Judy on a deep-
ocean journey in the 
Water Bug, but they find 
themselves in a 
dangerous situation 
when the vehicle loses 
power while passing over 
the deepest place on 
Earth.
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2-4 $15.00

An unusual picture book 
autobiography, written by an 
animal scientist who began 
his lifelong interest in big cats 
when he found he could 
communicate more easily 
with animals than with 
people due to his stuttering. 
Rabinowitz's commitment to 
petitioning for wildlife 
conservation has helped him 
communicate more 
comfortably. This accessible 
story, with quietly emotive, 
impressionistic art, will help 
children understand both 
concerns.
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3-6 $15.50

Octobia May has more than a 
vivid imagination; her 
imagination tends to run wild. 
She spends most of her time 
trying to prove that Mr. 
Davenport, one of her aunt's 
boarders is a vampire, and she 
pulls her best friend Jonah 
directly into her shenanigans. 
Spunky and energetic, Octobia
May is a charming character. 
However, while the characters 
are intriguing, the disjointed 
plot is not. Set in 1953, the 
historical events are accurately 
portrayed. Humor and the 
accurate portrayal of a 
tumultuous period in history 
may carry the reader through.

16



3-6 $15.50

Worried about her 
firefighter father's safety, 
every time a siren wails 
eleven-year-old Siria
sneaks out and chases the 
truck, watching to make 
sure he escapes harm. 
Over Christmas break, Siria
notices small fires being set 
all over town and decides 
to investigate on her own. 
Unadorned but engaging 
prose and Giff's well-drawn 
characters add depth to a 
simple story about courage 
and friendship.

17



3-6 $15.00

Carolyn Haywood's stories 
about her irrepressible 
character Betsy have never been 
out of print, and now, thanks to 
dynamic new covers, the Betsy 
books will find their way onto 
the bookshelves of modern 
young readers--and into the 
hearts of a whole new 
generation.

Betsy is scared about going to 
first grade, but it turns out 
school is a great place. She 
learns about tadpoles and the 
true meaning of Thanksgiving, 
makes new friends, and has 
more fun than she'd ever 
imagined.
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3-6 $15.00

Twelve-year-old Tyrone 
loves his three-legged dog 
Buddy deeply and agonizes 
when Buddy must stay 
behind as the family 
evacuates before Hurricane 
Katrina. Later, while he and 
his father rebuild their New 
Orleans home, Tyrone 
fights to locate and bring 
Buddy home. Setting acts 
as a character in this 
emotional book, showing a 
strong, tight-knit 
community that is uniquely 
New Orleanian.
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3-6 $15.00

It's Monday again, and for 
Abigail, Jacob, Zack, and Bo, that 
means it's time-travel Day! This 
week the kids can't believe their 
luck: They're going to meet Walt 
Disney!

But when they jump back to the 
past, they discover that Mr. 
Disney wants to quit instead of 
making the first animated movie 
with sound. Abigail and her 
friends can't let that happen: 
Without his first movie, there 
wouldn't be all those other 
awesome Walt Disney movies or 
a Disney Channel on TV! But 
how can the kids get Mr. Disney 
to follow his dream — and keep 
their mission top secret?
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3-6 $15.50

Twelve-year-old Foster knows in 
his gut that Dax Ganey, the man 
dating his widowed mother, is a 
bad seed. Then a mysterious 
stranger arrives at their 
Alabama farm, a former Army 
Ranger in Iraq rambling across 
the country, and Foster believes 
he has found an ally against Dax. 
The stranger proves a 
fascinating mentor, full of 
wisdom and secrets. And Dax
soon has reason to resent not 
just him and Foster but also 
Foster's mother. A spurned Dax
will be a dangerous enemy, but 
Foster is increasingly aware that 
the stranger is just as 
dangerous, if not more so.
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3-6 $15.00

Nearly every kid in Room 3B is 
trying to get picked for the 
South School Safety Patrol 
Squad—especially Harry. Harry 
wants a star badge just like his 
grandpa's, so he works extra 
hard to be the perfect student: 
hanging up his jacket neatly, 
organizing the crayons in 
rainbow order, and—his favorite 
part—cleaning up sticky noodles 
off the floor after lunch. But 
Doug thinks someone is taking 
the power of Safety Patrol too 
far, maybe even using it to cheat 
at the Spring Book Fair Raffle! 
This is Harry’s chance to stop 
the horrible bully and prove that 
he deserves a special star. Can 
he do it?
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3-6 $15.00

In 1958 Little Rock, Marlee, 
a shy twelve-year-old white 
girl, is befriended by new 
girl Liz. When discovered to 
be passing for white, Liz 
withdraws from school. 
Trying to keep their 
friendship alive, the ever-
well-intentioned Marlee 
almost gets Liz killed. While 
purposiveness sometimes 
intrudes, the story is 
involving and the setting 
well realized.
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3-6 $15.00

In this sequel to Liberty Porter, First 
Daughter (2009), nine-year-old Liberty 
continues to explore her new White 
House surroundings, copes with her 
first day at school and takes a field trip 
to the Smithsonian National American 
History Museum. Liberty's efforts to be 
"nice, friendly, and welcoming to all" 
are frustrated by a small group of girls 
who want to monopolize her, and the 
extra attention she gets is a burden. 
Sprinkled with trivia about White 
House life, U.S. history and the 
museum, this will surely appeal to 
readers already intrigued by the lives of 
the current White House children. Who 
would not want to be part of a class 
invited to slide on the floors of the East 
Room and eat ice-cream sundaes with 
the president? Pooler's grayscale 
illustrations break up the text every few 
pages, as do occasional lists and 
plentiful dialogue. Events from the first 
book are mentioned, but readers can 
easily start here.
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3-6 $15.00

Humphrey is excited to get back 
to Room 26 and see all his old 
classmates. But on the first day 
of school, a bunch of strange 
kids arrive and no matter how 
loudly he squeaks up, they don't 
realize they're in the wrong 
room! Once Humphrey gets 
over the shock of being with a 
whole new group of students, 
he gets busy learning all about 
them and their problems. 
There's Rolling-Rosie, who can 
pop wheelies with her 
wheelchair, Tall-Paul and Small-
Paul, who don't like to hear 
about their height, Hurry-Up-
Harry, who loses track of time, 
and mor
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3-6 $15.00

Returning from England with his aunt and little 
sister, ten-year-old George Calder explores the 
Titanic and revels in the luxury of their first-class 
suite--until the night the ship hits an iceberg and 
his explorations and determination save their 
lives. In this first of a new adventure series aimed 
at reluctant readers, Tarshis has woven plenty of 
concrete, factual information into her narrative. In 
an attention-grabbing opening scene the sinking 
ship lurches and George falls and loses 
consciousness. Backing up 19 hours, the author 
describes George's last day aboard ship, using 
short paragraphs with plenty of dialogue. George 
recalls earlier escapades: climbing into the crow's 
nest, meeting third-class passengers--an Italian 
immigrant and his son--and sliding down the 
banister of the grand staircase. On the final night, 
looking for a mummy in the baggage room, he 
encounters a thief. Both immigrant and thief play 
roles in his survival.
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3-6 $15.00

The center of rural Tupelo 
Landing, North Carolina, is 
a cafi owned by the 
Colonel, who rescued and 
adopted Mo when she 
washed up during a 
hurricane as a baby. 
Completing their 
unconventional family is 
Miss Lana, the cafi's
hostess. All is well--until a 
stranger comes to town. 
Humor sweetens the mix in 
this dandy, leisurely plotted 
mystery.
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3-6 $15.00

Abigail is getting restless. It's been 
three weeks and she hasn't time-
traveled once! Luckily it's Monday 
again, so when Mr. Caruthers asks 
the class, "What if Alexander 
Graham Bell quit and never 
invented the telephone?" Abigail 
knows it's time to go back to the 
past!

But when the kids find Professor 
Bell, he has given up on the 
telephone. In fact he is hard at 
work on a new invention! Abigail 
and her friends have to get him 
back on track, but can they make a 
connection with the most stubborn 
inventor they've ever met?
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3-6 $15.50

When eleven-year-old 
musician Elvis freezes 
during a competition, hes
whisked away to tiny 
Wares Grove, New Jersey. 
Misfit local girl Cecilia, 
meanwhile, is trying to 
coax music out of trees. 
With Aaron's help, Cecilia's 
wish is fulfilled--only not in 
the way they expect. The 
tall-tale element adds 
depth to this story about a 
kid coping with the 
pressures of fame.
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3-6 $15.50

Brian P. Cleary explains 
and demonstrates how 
to write two types of 
ancient Japanese poetry: 
haiku and lanterns. Short 
introductions outline the 
basic rules of each form, 
and the poems range 
from hilarious to 
touching, with 
lighthearted illustrations 
adding to the books 
appeal.
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3-6 $15.00

Humphrey is back in Room 26 after 
winter vacation. In the off-season 
Humphrey has lost none of his 
sense of humor, his penchant for 
saying things thrice, or his nearly 
preternatural ability to solve 
human dilemmas. When a new pet 
is brought into the classroom, 
Humphrey faces his own jealousy 
over the attention Og the Frog 
receives. Worse still, Og's only 
response to Humphrey's attempts 
to befriend him is, "BOING!" 
Humphrey still finds it in his heart 
to assist his friends. For example, 
through crafty shenanigans, he 
helps solve the bully problem and 
lends a paw when the janitor faces 
a tough decision. All this, while the 
class is preparing for a Poetry 
Festival. Humphrey's good 
intentions prevail, even when it 
comes to Og.
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3-6

$15.00

As unforgiving as the western Kansas prairies, this 
extraordinary verse novel--Rose's debut--paints a 
gritty picture of late-19th-century frontier life from 
the perspective of a 12-year-old dyslexic girl 
named Mavis Elizabeth Betterly... May B. for short. 
Between May and her brother Hiram, she's the 
dispensable one: "Why not Hiram? I think, / but I 
already know: / boys are necessary." Ma and Pa, 
hurting for money, hire out their daughter to the 
Oblingers, a newlywed couple who've just 
homesteaded 15 miles west--just until Christmas, 
Pa promises. May is bitter: "I'm helping everyone / 
except myself." She has trouble enough at school 
with her cumbersome reading without missing 
months... and how can she live in such close 
quarters with strangers? A misshapen sod house, 
Mr. Oblinger and his wife, a miserable teenager in a 
flaming red dress, greet her as "Pa tucks money / 
inside his shirt pocket." This sad-enough tale 
crescendos to a hair-raising survival story when 
May is inexplicably abandoned and left in complete 
isolation to starve... just until Christmas? Snowed 
in and way past the last apple, May thinks, "It is 
hard to tell what is sun, / what is candle, / what is 
pure hope." If May is a brave, stubborn fighter, the 
short, free-verse lines are one-two punches in this 
Laura Ingalls Wilder--inspired ode to the human 
spirit. 
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3-6 $15.50

Ramona Quimby is no longer 
seven, but not quite eight. 
She's "seven and a half right 
now," if you ask her! Not 
allowed to stay home alone, 
yet old enough to watch 
pesky Willa Jean, Ramona 
wonders when her mother 
will treat her like her older, 
more mature sister, Beezus.

But with her parents' 
unsettling quarrels and some 
spelling trouble at school, 
Ramona wonders if growing 
up is all it's cracked up to be. 
No matter what, she'll always 
be her mother's little 
girl…right?
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3-6 $15.00

In her debut novel, Sovern 
introduces readers to 
determined eleven-year-
old Maggie Mayfield. 
Thinking there's nothing 
she can't conquer, Maggie 
is stymied by her dad's 
mysterious illness--slowly 
revealed as multiple 
sclerosis. Maggie's self-
realizations come quickly, 
but her distinct voice, with 
a snarky superiority that 
often masks her true 
vulnerability, creates a 
character who's not easy to 
love but tough to forget.
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3-6 $15.00

When Nancy acquires an 
old desk with lots of 
drawers and cubbyholes, 
she discovers a secret 
compartment with a key. 
Who hid it there and what 
important thing does it 
unlock? To find the 
answers, Nancy and her 
best friend Bree must look 
beyond the obvious and 
find an earlier owner of the 
desk. Spot illustrations add 
interest to Nancy's latest 
amusing chapter-book 
caper.
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3-6

$15.00

Whereas the first of the Samurai Kids series 
had a lagging pace, the sophomore 
installment's rhythm has improved, much 
like the martial-arts skills of its characters. 
Coming off their dark-horse victory at the 
Samurai Trainee Games, the Cockroach Ryu, 
consisting of six outcasts with physical 
anomalies from blindness to albinism, find 
themselves in a climate of uncertainty as 
they embark on the noble and frightening 
mission to beg the emperor for peace in a 
time of war-but not without help from the 
elusive ninja. Their voyage, narrated by the 
Ryu's increasingly prudent Niya, who has 
only one leg and must navigate the world 
with a crutch, is delicately crafted, creating a 
poetic formula that makes the tale a 
smoothly transitioned tableau of action and 
humor. Charming kernels of wisdom woven 
throughout are invaluable to anyone feeling 
on the wrong side of fortunate: "Friends 
make the best crutches."
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3-6 $15.50

Identical twins Emma and Payton 
Mills are back in another fun and 
realistic adventure involving 
switches, double identities, a 
school production of the Wizard of 
Oz, and a team of middle school 
math geniuses. After being caught 
switching places in Trading Faces (S 
& S, 2008), the sisters have agreed 
to school service work in lieu of 
detention. Payton, the fashionable 
one, is assigned clean-up duty for 
the drama club, while brainy Emma 
is asked to tutor Counselor Case's 
eight-year-old twins. Add Emma's 
crush on cute boy Ox, snide 
remarks from popular cheerleader 
Sydney, and a roaming gecko, and 
chaos ensues as Emma and Payton 
try to fulfill their service 
commitments. This is a well-paced 
story, with chapters alternating 
between the girls.
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3-6 $15.00

Amanda and Leo have the 
same birthday and always 
celebrate it together. After 
a fight the previous year, 
they throw separate 
eleventh-birthday parties--
then find themselves 
forced to repeat the day 
over and over until they 
can reconcile. It's 
Groundhog Day for kids, 
and lots of fun due to deft 
pacing and sharp 
characterizations.
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3-6 $15.50

Ella is teased at school 
because of her "camo face" 
("my skin is dark brown in 
some places and light 
brown in others") and her 
friendship with Zachary, 
who lives in his own 
fantasy world. When 
handsome new-boy Bailey 
arrives--bringing the 
school's count of African 
American students to two--
Ella's loyalties are torn.
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3-6 $15.00

Twins Emma and Payton are 
back, and this time they find 
themselves heading to 
Hollywood to star in a 
shampoo commercial. Their 
excitement wanes when they 
encounter Payton's enemy, 
Ashlynn, who is also cast in 
the commercial. As they did 
in Trading Faces; Take Two; 
and Times Squared, the twins 
inevitably swap places, 
creating entertaining 
confusion in this predictable 
but jovial story
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2-4 $15.00

In the seventh chapter book in 
the New York Times bestselling 
series, Amelia Bedelia comes 
out of her shell and heads to the 
beach!

Amelia Bedelia and her mother 
share a summer vacation home 
at the shore with her aunt Mary 
(her mother's sister) and her 
cousin Jason, who has a wicked 
sense of adventure and a nose 
for trouble. With a local girl 
named Pearl as guide, the 
cousins build sand castles, swim 
and body surf, and learn how to 
sail. As much fun as their 
nautical adventures are, the 
lives of this trio get way more 
exciting when they stumble 
upon pirates!
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3-6 $15.00

Fantastic Mr. Fox is on the 
run! The three meanest 
farmers around are out to 
get him. Fat Boggis, squat 
Bunce, and skinny Bean 
have joined forces, and 
they have Mr. Fox and his 
family surrounded. What 
they don’t know is that 
they’re not dealing with 
just any fox–Mr. Fox would 
never surrender. But only 
the most fantastic plan 
ever can save him now.
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3-6 $15.00

So many secrets are flying around 
Room 26 that Humphrey can barely 
keep track. Mrs. Brisbane knows a 
student is leaving, but Humphrey 
can't figure out which one. (Even 
more confusing, Mrs. Brisbane 
seems unsqueakably happy about 
it.) The class is studying the Ancient 
Egyptians, and some of the kids 
have made up secret clubs and 
secret codes. Even Aldo is holding 
back news from Humphrey.

Humphrey's job as classroom pet is 
to help his humans solve their 
problems, but all these secrets are 
making it HARD-HARD-HARD!
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3-6 $15.00

"Stella is a sweet 
Maltipoo puppy that 
Charles meets while on a 
camping trip with his 
father. Even though she is 
well-behaved, Stella's 
owners just can't get her 
to listen. Can Charles 
help them figure out 
what is going on with 
their dog?
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3-6 $15.00

Her name is Flora, and she's a 
pig. She's curious and longs 
to explore beyond the 
perimeters of the pigpen. She 
dreams of going to Antarctica 
with the sled dogs on the 
farm and becoming a sled pig. 
When she is put in a crate 
onboard a ship, she sees the 
expedition as an opportunity 
while the crew views her as 
potential pork chops. Then 
they are shipwrecked and 
readers will root for spunky 
Flora as she discovers just 
how brave and needed she 
can be.
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3-6 $16.50

he Robot Wars have been over for six months, and 
the former United States is divided into autonomous 
districts. "Bots" are banned, except in the Bot 
Territory. Twelve-year-old Trout lives with his older 
brother, Po, an injured war veteran, in the heavily 
militarized 5th District. Their father is missing. Hoping 
to prove that he's still alive, Trout posts a search 
appeal for him on the Net. Sure enough, his dad's ID 
thread comes back on, but the message attracts the 
attention of the authorities. After Po is arrested, 
Trout realizes that his father and brother are involved 
in the Meta-Rise pro-bot resistance movement-and 
now the police are after him as well. He needs to find 
his dad and rescue Po, a mission that takes him to 
resistance headquarters in Bot Territory, and, with 
secrets everywhere, he isn't sure whom he can trust. 
The dialogue occasionally struggles with dialect and 
accent, and the constant repetition of slang gets to 
be a bit much. Some of the most engaging characters 
are the robots Trout befriends-for example, steady, 
courageous LT and clumsy but clever mechanic 
Scissor.
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3-6 $15.00

In a humorous and insightful 
novel about dares, divorce 
and friendship, Lisa Graff tells 
the story of fourth-graders 
Kansas Bloom and Francine 
Halata, who start out as 
archenemies, until--in a 
battle of wits and willpower--
they discover that they have 
a lot more in common than 
either would have guessed.

This dual-perspective novel 
will appeal to girls and boys 
alike--and to anyone who has 
ever wanted anything so 
badly that they'd lick a lizard 
to get it.
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3-6 $16.50

In this sweet, laid-back 
sequel to Three Times 
Lucky, Mo LoBeau and Dale 
find themselves in another 
mystery. When the 
abandoned Tupelo Inn goes 
up for auction, Miss Lana 
and Grandmother Miss 
Lacy outbid a snippy 
banker and take ownership 
of the ramshackle inn, 
including a strange 
apparition. Mo's distinctive 
voice, full of humor and 
Southern colloquialisms, 
narrates a tale with many 
twists and turns
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3-6

$16.50

Thirteen-year-old Eel is a “mudlark,” gleaning 
and selling bits of rope, rags, and coal from 
the grimy River Thames. Ever the 
entrepreneur, he also sweeps Mr. Griggs’s 
tailor shop and cleans the cages and feeds 
the pets at Dr. Snow’s house, and now he’s 
loading bodies into coffins and coffins onto 
carts, as the Blue Death—cholera—has hit 
London. A parallel plot line involves a secret 
Eel is keeping and a mysterious stranger 
named Fisheye Bill Taylor, who may just get 
Eel if the Blue Death doesn’t. Hopkinson 
constructs a historical novel of true 
Dickensian fashion, with vivid descriptions of 
Victorian London’s filthy Thames, foul air, 
and sickly-looking skies—a city ripe for a 
plague. And like a good Dickensian tale, Eel’s 
story contains twists and turns, an 
accumulation of odd coincidences, and an 
earnest protagonist readers will root for. Two 
characters, Dr. Snow and Reverend 
Whitehead, were real-life players in the 
cholera epidemic, and fictional Eel helps Dr. 
Snow prove that cholera was caused not by 
foul air but by the contaminated water from 
the local water pump.
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3-6 $15.50

The lives of Wren Abbott and 
Darra Monson are radically 
altered the day that Darra's 
father steals a vehicle, not 
knowing eight-year-old Wren is 
in the backseat. For two days 
Wren hides in the Monson's 
garage with everyone frantically 
trying to find her. Darra tries to 
help her by leaving food and 
planning a possible escape. 
Eventually Wren does escape. 
Darra's father is sent to prison, 
and that radically changes his 
daughter's life. Years later Wren 
and Darra meet at a summer 
camp. They are able to reveal 
hidden aspects of the story and 
heal emotionally from the 
horrible experience.
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3-6

$15.00 Andrew, Judy, and Thudd
have time-traveled out of 
an ice age only to find 
themselves shrunk down 
and tossed out with the 
garbage! As they get up 
close and personal with 
half-eaten hog dogs, soggy 
pasta, and old fruit rinds, 
they’ll learn about the 
stinky—but oh-so-
necessary!—process of 
decomposition. Kids, 
parents, and teachers love 
this series—kids for all its 
gooey grossness, and 
teachers and parents for all 
the fun science and great 
discussion points!
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3-6 $15.50

Dirt is raining from the sky, 
but it's no weird weather 
phenomenon. Giants have 
come and stolen half of 
Jack's town. When he gets 
to the giant world, Jack will 
have to brave everything 
from a jumbo toad to a 
gold-obsessed king to 
rescue his father. Shurtliff
(Rump) once again uses her 
fertile imagination to add 
unforgettable new details 
to a well-loved classic
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3-6 $21.50

For shy young Peter Mark 
Roget, books were the best 
companions -- and it 
wasn’t long before Peter 
began writing his own 
book. But he didn’t write 
stories; he wrote lists. 
Peter took his love for 
words and turned it to 
organizing ideas and 
finding exactly the right 
word to express just what 
he thought. His lists grew 
and grew, eventually 
turning into one of the 
most important reference 
books of all time.
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3-6 $15.00

Room 26 is abuzz. The students 
are making costumes and 
practicing their special songs for 
the Winter Wonderland 
program and Humphrey is 
fascinated by all the ways his 
classmates celebrate the 
holidays (especially the yummy 
food). He also has problems to 
solve like how to get Do-It-Now-
Daniel to stop procrastinating, 
convince Helpful-Holly to stop 
stressing over presents, and 
come up with the perfect gift for 
Og the frog. Of course he 
manages to do all that while 
adding delightful heart and 
humor to the holiday season.
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3-6 $16.50

It begins, as the best superhero 
stories do, with a tragic accident 
that has unexpected 
consequences. The squirrel 
never saw the vacuum cleaner 
coming, but self-described cynic 
Flora Belle Buckman, who has 
read every issue of the comic 
book Terrible Things Can 
Happen to You!, is the just the 
right person to step in and save 
him. What neither can predict is 
that Ulysses (the squirrel) has 
been born anew, with powers of 
strength, flight, and misspelled 
poetry—and that Flora will be 
changed too, as she discovers 
the possibility of hope and the 
promise of a capacious heart. 
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3-6 $15.00

"I bought the milk," said my 
father. "I walked out of the 
corner shop, and heard a 
noise like this: T h u m m t h u 
m m. I looked up and saw a 
huge silver disc hovering in 
the air above Marshall Road."

"Hullo," I said to myself. 
That's not something you see 
every day." And then 
something odd happened.

Find out just how odd things 
get in this hilarious story of 
time travel and breakfast 
cereal.
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3-6 $16.00

A Mississippi town in 1964 gets 
riled when tempers flare at the 
segregated public pool.

As much as Gloriana June Hemphill, 
or Glory as everyone knows her, 
wants to turn twelve, there are 
times when Glory wishes she could 
turn back the clock a year. Jesslyn, 
her sister and former confidante, 
no longer has the time of day for 
her now that she’ll be entering high 
school. Then there’s her best 
friend, Frankie. Things have always 
been so easy with Frankie, and now 
suddenly they aren’t. Maybe it’s 
the new girl from the North that’s 
got everyone out of sorts. Or 
maybe it’s the debate about 
whether or not the town should 
keep the segregated public pool 
open
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3-6 $15.00

It's another exciting Monday for 
Abigail, Zack, Jacob, and Bo --
they are going to jump back to 
the past to meet Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.! The kids need to 
convince Dr. King not to get 
discouraged and to lead one of 
his famous voting rights 
marches. And they've got to do 
it with the twins' baby brother, 
Gabe, in tow! 

But today's mission will be more 
challenging -- and more 
suprising -- than any that 
they've faced so far. Luckily this 
time they'll get some help from 
two very special people..
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3-6 $15.00

Amanda and Leo have a history 
with birthdays. Now their friend's 
little sister, Grace, has fallen into a 
strange frozen state on her 
birthday, and Amanda and Leo 
must travel in time in order to fix 
whatever's wrong. As they journey 
back to each of Grace's birthdays, 
they start seeing all sorts of 
patterns . . . which raise all sorts of 
questions.

Amanda and Leo are going to have 
to unravel the threads of the past 
and present - and travel much 
further than they ever imagined - if 
they're going to save Grace. Luckily, 
a little birthday magic always helps 
in the charming and funny Willow 
Falls series by Wendy Mass, where 
everything is possible and there are 
no coincidences
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3-6 $15.00

The Legend of Diamond Lil, second 
book in the illustrated J.J. Tully 
mystery series, is perfect for 
elementary-school kids who love 
adventure and animals. New York 
Times bestselling author Doreen 
Cronin brings the same wonderful 
humor to the JJ. Tully whodunits 
that she did to her beloved picture 
book bestsellers like Diary of a 
Worm.

All search-and-rescue dog J.J. Tully 
wants is to enjoy his retirement. 
But mama chick Moosh and chicks 
Dirt and Sugar are acting strange. A 
possum keeps finding its way into 
the chicken coop. And J.J. has 
questions about Diamond Lil, the 
fancy new dog next door. He’ll have 
to track down the clues and sniff 
out the evidence to save the day.
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3-6 $21.00

Rose Howard has Asperger’s 
syndrome, and an obsession with 
homonyms (even her name is a 
homonym). She gave her dog Rain a 
name with two homonyms (Reign, 
Rein), which, according to Rose’s 
rules of homonyms, is very special. 
Rain was a lost dog Rose’s father 
brought home. Rose and Rain are 
practically inseparable. And they 
are often home alone, as Rose’s 
father spends most evenings at a 
bar, and doesn’t have much 
patience for his special-needs 
daughter.

Just as a storm hits town, Rain goes 
missing. Rose’s father shouldn’t 
have let Rain out. Now Rose has to 
find her dog, even if it means 
leaving her routines and safe places 
to search. Rose will find Rain, but 
so will Rain’s original owners.
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3-6 $15.00

Dad and Ben haven't been 
getting along recently and Dad 
hopes a road trip to rescue a 
border collie will help them 
reconnect. But Ben is on to 
Dad's plan and invites Ben's 
thuggish buddy, Theo. The 
family dog, Atticus, comes along 
too and the story is told by Ben 
and Atticus. When their truck 
breaks down, they commandeer 
an old school bus, along with its 
mechanic, Gus. Next, they pick 
up Mia, a waitress escaping a 
tense situation. Only sharp-eyed 
Atticus realizes that Theo is on 
the run—and someone is 
following them.
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4-6 $16.50

Anikwa and James, twelve years old in 
1812, spend their days fishing, 
trapping, and exploring together in the 
forests of the Indiana Territory. To 
Anikwa and his family, members of the 
Miami tribe, this land has been home 
for centuries. As traders, James's family 
has ties to the Miami community as 
well as to the American soldiers in the 
fort. Now tensions are rising—the 
British and American armies prepare to 
meet at Fort Wayne for a crucial battle, 
and Native Americans from 
surrounding tribes gather in Kekionga
to protect their homeland. After 
trading stops and precious 
commodities, like salt, are withheld, 
the fort comes under siege, and war 
ravages the land. James and Anikwa, 
like everyone around them, must 
decide where their deepest loyalties lie. 
Can their families—and their 
friendship—survive? 
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3-6 $15.00

n his sixth adventure, Humphrey 
heads off for the great outdoors. 
When Humphrey hears that 
school is ending, he panics. 
School ends? What?s a 
classroom hamster to do if he?s
not in school? But as it turns 
out, there?s something thrilling 
in store for Humphrey and Og
the frog: going to Camp Happy 
Hollow with Ms. Mac and lots of 
the kids from Room 26! Camper 
Humphrey meets a friendly wild 
mouse, tracks down Og when he 
gets lost by the lake, and uses 
his wily charm to help kids 
adjust to cabin life and make 
new friends.
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3-6 $16.50

There's only one slot left at the local 
basketball camp, and both Russ and Owen 
Evans want it, but it goes to Owen. Russ's 
only option is the "Multi-Sport Sampler" 
camp, and he's anything but enthusiastic.

When the twins arrive at camp, though, 
things take an unexpected turn. From the 
moment he sees the grit and natural gifts 
of the other guys, Owen suspects he's in 
over his head. Meanwhile, Russ is inspired. 
He studies the science of soccer, 
volleyball's variables, and the principles of 
pole vaulting, delighted to discover that it 
all makes perfect sense.

But when he sees how bummed-out his 
brother has become, Russ knows it's his job 
to snap Owen out of it. Can he convince his 
ever-competitive twin to let down his guard 
and learn from the Hoopster hotshots?
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3-6 $15.00

Humphrey usually helps solve problems, 
but now he’s caused a big one: Golden-
Miranda gets in trouble when Humphrey 
is caught outside of his cage on her 
watch. No one knows about his lock-
that-doesn’t-lock and he can’t exactly 
squeak up on her behalf. While 
Humphrey manages to show Pay-
Attention-Art that math is important 
outside of class, help Sit-Still-Seth 
actually sit still, and survive a trip to the 
vet, can he clear Miranda’s name 
without giving up his freedom 
forever?Friendship According to 
Humphrey received a Christopher Award 
and kids voted The World According to 
Humphrey the winner of state book 
awards in RI, MD and PA. Plus, it’s 
nominated for eleven others so far (WA, 
MN, FL, LA, OK, SC, PA, NC, UT, IA, ME). 
Reviewers have called him “delightful,” 
“irresistible,” “big hearted” and “perky.
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3-6 $15.50

Celebrate America's freedom 
dream with National Book Award 
finalist and New York 
Times bestselling author Walter 
Dean Myers and Caldecott Honor 
artist Christopher Myers!

Over the centuries, from a blank 
canvas of mountains, plains, and 
canyons, the American landscape 
has been richly carved by 
revolution, progress, and 
possibility. Yet its story is still being 
written—by its diverse people who 
are united by the freedom in their 
hearts. With graceful, lyrical prose 
and evocative paintings, Newbery 
Honor author Walter Dean Myers 
and Coretta Scott King Honor artist 
Christopher Myers, the father-son 
team who created Harlem, pay 
tribute to the spirit and soul that is 
America.
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3-6 $15.00

Wendy Mass turns to another magical 
birthday: 13!

When Tara, a self-proclaimed shrinking 
violet, steals the school mascot, a goat, 
in order to make some friends with the 
popular crowd and gets caught, she 
gets herself in a heap of trouble. In 
addition, her parents decide that 
instead of taking her on their summer 
trip to Madagascar to study the 
courtship rituals of the Bamboo Lemur, 
she must go stay with her aunt, uncle, 
and bratty cousin Emily St. Claire in 
Willow Falls. Tara thinks it's a good time 
to start over; she'll be turning 13 after 
all, so she might as well make the best 
of it and perhaps even attempt to 
break out of her shell (in a non-criminal 
manner). What Tara doesn't know is 
that this charmed town has something 
big in store for her on her 13th 
birthday. It's not a typical birthday. But 
then again, nothing is Willow Falls is 
exactly typical!
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3-6 $15.00

The students in Room 26 
are learning about boats 
and building their own for 
a race on Potter's Pond. 
Humphrey the hamster 
loves dreaming about 
being a pirate and watching 
his friends build ships. But 
when he mistakenly ends 
up at sea on the day of the 
boat race, he finds himself 
in the middle of more 
adventure than he 
bargained for! Humphrey is 
back in this charming story 
of a hamster on the high 
seas of hilarity
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3-6 $15.00

Pacy and her family travel to Taiwan for one 
month to celebrate her grandmother's 60th 
birthday, giving this Chinese-American girl another 
lens through which she can examine her identity. 
When Pacy's dad calls Taiwan an island of 
treasure, or bao dao, which sounds similar to the 
Chinese word for dumplings, she wonders--could 
Taiwan's treasure be food? In a companion novel 
to The Year of the Dog (2006) and The Year of the 
Rat (2008), gentle Pacy is back, brimming with 
questions of identity and self-discovery. At home 
in New York, Pacy is one of the few Asians in her 
class. She tries hard to fit in. In Taiwan, she looks 
similar to everyone else, but she doesn't speak 
Chinese or Taiwanese. So she doesn't fit in there 
either. Pacy's mom signs her up for a painting 
class, and Pacy is excited. She's a good artist; 
surely she'll make some friends. But painting with 
a bamboo brush on rice paper is difficult! The one 
talent that made her feel safe is suddenly gone; 
Pacy doesn't know who she is anymore or where 
she belongs. Luckily, there is a lot of loving family 
to surround her, and a lot of incredible food to eat 
(especially dumplings).
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3-6 $21.00

Galileo. Newton. Salk. 
Oppenheimer.
Science can change the world . . . 
but can it go too far?

Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked 
change. She misses fifth grade. She 
misses her old best friend. She even 
misses her dearly departed goldfish. 
Then one day a strange boy shows 
up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And 
weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot 
like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist 
who’s always been slightly obsessed 
with immortality. Could this pimply 
boy really be Grandpa Melvin? Has 
he finally found the secret to eternal 
youth?
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4-5 $16.50
An eleven-year-old’s world is upended by political 
turmoil in this “lyrically ambitious tale of exile and 
reunification” (Kirkus Reviews) from an award-
winning poet, based on true events in Chile.

Celeste Marconi is a dreamer. She lives peacefully 
among friends and neighbors and family in the 
idyllic town of Valparaiso, Chile—until one day when 
warships are spotted in the harbor and schoolmates 
start disappearing from class without a word. 
Celeste doesn’t quite know what is happening, but 
one thing is clear: no one is safe, not anymore.

The country has been taken over by a government 
that declares artists, protestors, and anyone who 
helps the needy to be considered “subversive” and 
dangerous to Chile’s future. So Celeste’s parents—
her educated, generous, kind parents—must go into 
hiding before they, too, “disappear.” Before they do, 
however, they send Celeste to America to protect 
her.

As Celeste adapts to her new life in Maine, she 
never stops dreaming of Chile. But even after 
democracy is restored to her home country, 
questions remain: Will her parents reemerge from 
hiding? Will she ever be truly safe again?
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3-6 $16.50

From the moment young 
Egan arrives in Instep, he 
senses the spell cast over 
the villagers by the 
Megrimum--the mysterious 
something that lurks on 
the mist-wreathed peak of 
Kneeknock Rise. Everyone 
shudders in horror--
delicious horror--whenever 
the Megrimum's unearthly 
wail floats down to the 
village. Before long, Egan is 
climbing the Rise to find a 
practical explanation for 
those wails.
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3-6 $15.00

Mark is a boy who needs a dog. But he 
can't get his mom on board with his 
plan.
Buddy is a dog who needs a boy. 
Buddy has an owner already, but not 
one who understands the kind of love 
and care -the 'something more' a dog 
needs.
Mr. LaRue is a neighbor who needs a 
community. He's alone all the time in 
his huge old house and everyone 
needs more than that.
Over the course of a summer 
thunderstorm and one chaotic town 
council meeting, these three 
characters cross paths and come 
together in a timeless tale ripe with 
emotions and told in verse that 
resolves with love, understanding, and 
a sense of belonging - plus a place to 
play a game of fetch!
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3-6 $15.50

In this sequel to The Lost Treasure of 
Tuckernuck, Bud and Laurie solve another 
mystery at Tuckernuck Hall. This second 
hilarious installment is perfect for fans 
of From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, Chasing Vermeer, The Westing
Game, and the Mysterious Benedict Society 
books.

In The Magician's Bird, the mystery Bud 
and Laurie must solve is much more serious 
than a treasure hunt—their beloved school 
founder, Maria Tutweiler, has been accused 
of murdering Marchetti the Magician!

Can Bud and Laurie—with the help of 
enthusiastic Misti and evil but useful 
Calliope—prove Maria Tutweiler's
innocence? Or will Tuckernuck Hall be 
closed down for good?

Emily Fairlie once again blends lists, notes, 
and classic prose to tell a story that sings 
with humor, suspense, and magic.
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3-6 $15.00

In a magic kingdom where your 
name is your destiny, 12-year-old 
Rump is the butt of everyone's 
joke. But when he finds an old 
spinning wheel, his luck seems to 
change. Rump discovers he has a 
gift for spinning straw into gold. 
His best friend, Red Riding Hood, 
warns him that magic is 
dangerous, and she’s right. With 
each thread he spins, he weaves 
himself deeper into a curse.

To break the spell, Rump must go 
on a perilous quest, fighting off 
pixies, trolls, poison apples, and a 
wickedly foolish queen. The odds 
are against him, but with courage 
and friendship—and a cheeky 
sense of humor—he just might 
triumph in the end.
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4-5 $15.50
When Mr. Bro. Wiley, Bean's 
adopted grandfather and the last 
slave man around, dies in the 
summer of 1940, Bean and his very 
best friend Pole are some kind of 
hurt. Everyone in the Low Meadows 
is. Despite their grief, they are proud 
and excited to be included in their 
very first Sittin' Up--a wake for the 
dead. Bean and Pole know this 
special week will be one to 
remember, especially if the coming 
storm has its way and riles up Ole 
River enough to flood the Low 
Meadows right in the middle of Mr. 
Bro. Wiley's Sittin' Up.

Shelia P. Moses tells her most 
charming story yet. Laced 
with humor and a lot of heart, this is 
an affecting, fun tale from a 
storytelling master
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3-6 $16.50

The Helmets and the Gloves have 
been cross-river rink rivals forever, 
so when the league decides to 
merge the two teams to represent 
their small B.C. town at a big 
invitational hockey tournament in 
Vancouver, Luke and his friends are 
furious. To make matters worse, the 
coach responsible for the merger is 
Luke's own father!
Nothing is going right for the newly 
formed Great River Vikings -- they 
seem to be more willing to fight 
amongst themselves than to battle 
against their opponents.
It will take an outsider -- a new kid 
from Quebec -- to teach the locals 
the true meaning of sportsmanship 
and what it means to be winners 
for the hometown they represent.
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3-6 $15.00

Ann Hamilton's family has 
moved to the western 
frontier of Pennsylvania, 
and she misses her old 
home in Gettysburg. There 
are no girls her age on 
Hamilton Hill, and life is 
hard. But when the 
Hamiltons survive a terrible 
storm and receive a 
surprise visit from George 
Washington, Ann realizes 
that pioneer life is exciting 
and special.
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3-6 $15.00

Fair: just, equitable, what is right.
Unfair: the life of Camille McPhee.

Imagine being Camille McPhee. She has low blood 
sugar, so she carries extra food in a cooler. Would you 
want to do that?

Didn’t think so.

And you wouldn’t want to fall under the school bus. 
That happened to Camille, too!

Her cat, Checkers, is lost. And her best friend, Sally, 
moved to Japan. It would be hard to stay optimistic, 
right? But Camille is what her mom calls hopeful. 
Because really? There are plenty of things to be 
positive about: gifted reading, a nonsqueaky mattress, 
eating banned foods, the big blue butterfly.

Even making a new friend. Imagine that
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3-6 $15.00

From New York Times bestselling author and 
former NFL defensive end Tim Green comes 
the companion novel to New Kid. Brock is 
back, and in a new town, this time playing 
football. But will his plans to make the first 
team be shattered?

Brock Nickerson is on the run…again.

But this time his dad promises it’s going to 
be different. With his strong left arm, Brock 
knows he can be a great quarterback, and 
with the help of his new friend, Mak, he has 
a plan to beat the odds and make the first 
team. But the coaches have plans of their 
own, especially for the kids from the wrong 
side of the tracks, which is exactly where 
Brock now lives.

Brock is trying to finally fit in, but his father’s 
past is creeping up on him—and one chance 
meeting causes everything to come crashing 
down. Will Brock finally be able to navigate 
his new life, or will his past force him back 
on the run?
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3-6 $15.50

An anything-but-subtle tale about 
learning to get along with others, 
infused with bathroom humor and 
featuring a pint-sized Morticia Addams 
as main character. Whether it's her 
mad-scientist glare, her preference for 
gourmet lunches, or her love of bats, 
Franny has trouble making friends, until 
her teacher suggests that she approach 
it as another science experiment. After 
taking systematic notes on peer 
behavior, Franny boils up an effective 
sweetness-and-light potion in her home 
lab-but then has to take the antidote 
when a Giant Monstrous Fiend rises 
from the garbage can and climbs the 
school's flagpole with the teacher 
under one claw. Franny uses cold cuts 
from her classmates' sandwiches to 
create a Frankenstein-ish ally, and thus 
becomes a hero by Being Herself.
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3-6 $15.00

Franny K. Stein didn't think the 
time would ever come when 
someone would realize what the K 
in her name stood for. And she 
REALLY didn't think that same 
someone would say her middle 
name in front of the whole school! 
But that's what happened at the 
Science Fair award ceremony, and 
all the kids and teachers burst out 
laughing. So Franny does what any 
respectable mad scientist would do 
-- she goes back in time to change 
her name.However, things don't 
always turn out as calculated, and 
Franny ends up having to face her 
teenage self in a warped, fourth-
dimensional, kid-versus-teen, 
good-versus-evil, Franny-versus-
Franny battle of the minds!
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3-6 $15.00

Lizzie Peterson's family 
takes in foster puppies, 
until they find a home for 
the dogs. Lizzie and her 
mom fall in love with a 
puppy named Gus, but if 
they keep him, they 
won't have any room for 
anymore foster dogs
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3-6 $21.00

When Lucy's family moves to an old 
house on a lake, Lucy tries to see her 
new home through her camera's lens, 
as her father has taught her -- he's a 
famous photographer, away on a shoot. 
Will her photos ever meet his high 
standards? When she discovers that 
he's judging a photo contest, Lucy 
decides to enter anonymously. She 
wants to find out if her eye for 
photography is really special -- or only 
good enough.

As she seeks out subjects for her 
photos, Lucy gets to know Nate, the 
boy next door. But slowly the camera 
reveals what Nate doesn't want to see: 
his grandmother's memory is slipping 
away, and with it much of what he 
cherishes about his summers on the 
lake. This summer, Nate will learn 
about the power of art to show truth. 
And Lucy will learn how beauty can 
change lives
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1-4 $16.00

In this retelling of The 
Frog Prince, a spunky 
cowgirl loses her new 
sombrero and is helped 
by a horned toad on the 
understanding that she 
will do three small favors 
for him.
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3-6 $15,50

Elizabeth is an only child, new in 
town, and the shortest kid in her 
class. She's also pretty lonely, until 
she meets Jennifer. Jennifer is...well, 
"different." She's read "Macbeth." 
She never wears jeans or shorts. She 
never says "please" or "thank you." 
And she says she is a witch. It's not 
always easy being friends with a 
witch, but it's never boring. At first an 
apprentice and then a journeyman 
witch, Elizabeth learns to eat raw 
eggs and how to cast small spells. 
And she and Jennifer collaborate on 
cooking up an ointment that will 
enable them to fly. That's when a 
marvelous toad, Hilary Ezra, enters 
their lives. And that's when trouble 
starts to brew.
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3-6 $15.00

Thirteen-year-old Clare Silver is stuck. Stuck in 
denial about her mother’s recent death. Stuck 
in the African jungle for sixty-four days without 
phone reception. Stuck with her father, a 
doctor who seems able to heal everyone but 
Clare.
Clare feels like a fish out of water at Mzanga
Full Primary School, where she must learn a 
new language. Soon, though, she becomes 
immersed in her new surroundings and 
impressed with her fellow students, who are 
crowded into a tiny space, working on the floor 
among roosters and centipedes.

When Clare’s new friends take her on an 
outing to see the country, the trip goes 
horribly wrong, and Clare must face another 
heartbreak head-on. Only an orphan named 
Memory, who knows about love and loss, can 
teach Clare how to laugh with the moon.

Told from an American girl’s perspective, this 
story about how death teaches us to live and 
how love endures through our memories will 
capture the hearts of readers everywhere.
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3-6 $22.00

In 1869, not long after the golden spike 
is driven into the rails at Promontory 
Summit, a mother and her two children 
climb aboard the Transcontinental 
Railroad, leaving behind their old life in 
Omaha for a new one in California, 
where Papa awaits. Floca (Moonshot) 
chronicles their journey from multiple 
perspectives: documentarian, poet, 
historian, tour guide, and irrepressible 
railroad geek. With the rhythmic, 
verselike text that's become his 
signature; expressive typography; and 
handsome, detailed watercolor, ink, and 
gouache paintings, he celebrates the 
majestic (the passing western 
landscape), the marvelous (the 
engineering and sheer manpower 
required to keep the engine safely on its 
course), and the mundane, from the 
primitiveness of the toilets to the 
iffiness of depot food ("If the chicken/ 
tastes like prairie dog,/ don't ask why").
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5.0 $21.00

Eighth grader Apple and her mother moved 
from the Philippines to Louisiana several years 
ago after the death of her father. All Apple has 
left of her dad is a Beatles cassette with his 
name written on it. At school, her two best 
friends are trying to become part of the in-
group and have become very critical of her, 
especially after it's discovered that she is on 
the unwritten Dog-Log and considered one of 
the ugliest girls in school.áApple is 
embarrassed by her mother, who doesn't 
speak English well. The protagonist is 
desperate to get a guitar so she can learn to 
play the Beatles songs that her dad loved, but 
her mother is adamant that she not waste her 
time on music. Soon, Apple makes friends with 
a new boy, Evan, who's not impressed with her 
former friends or their boyfriends. When the 
music teacher loans her a guitar, she discovers 
that she is something of a prodigy. The story 
will resonate with any student in middle school 
who has felt different.
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5-.0 $21.00

Middle school is tough, but try getting through 
sixth grade after accidentally killing someone with 
a hockey puck. Such is Trent Zimmerman’s 
misfortune. Wracked with guilt and anger, he is 
never without his “Book of Thoughts,” the 
sketchbook where he draws the awful images he 
can’t get out of his brain. Sure that everyone 
hates him, Trent acts out at school, shuts out 
friends, and is overcome by sweaty panic at the 
thought of playing sports again. Life is difficult at 
home, too, where his parents’ divorce has 
resulted in a contentious relationship with his 
father. Relief comes in the eccentric form of 
Fallon Little, a girl with a mysterious scar and an 
indomitable spirit. But Fallon has her secrets as 
well. The emotions and motivations coursing 
through this novel are wonderfully complex. Graff 
creates layered, vulnerable characters who are 
worth getting to know and rooting for. Narrated 
by the moody, sarcastic Trent, the story never 
buckles beneath his troubles, and it finds wings 
once he can see beyond them. Pranks,
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5.2 $21.00

It is a summer of change for 12-year-old Lily, 
who lives with her grandparents above their 
general store in rural Maine. Having grown 
apart from her boy-obsessed best friend and 
coping with her dog's increasing blindness, 
Lily finds a kindred spirit in Salma, whose 
migrant family works in the local blueberry 
fields. One constant in Lily's life is her longing 
for her absent mother, whose personality and 
fate Lord (Half a Chance) reveals measuredly. 
Salma, too, is grieving, having lost her own 
dog and many friends due to her family's 
frequent moves. Lord links images 
beautifully: Lily shows Salma how the fluted 
top of a blueberry resembles a star, and 
Salma confides that she is comforted knowing 
that the stars overhead are the same ones 
shining on her loved ones far away. Salma's 
artistic creativity and gumption awaken Lily to 
the power of imagination, the importance of 
embracing change and knowing when to let 
go of the past, and the rewards of venturing 
beyond one's comfort zone.
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5.2 $16.50

With no unemployment, no homelessness and no 
crime, Serenity, New Mexico, is the perfect town. 
Or is it?When 13-year-old Eli Frieden attempts to 
bike past the town limits for the first time, he is 
struck with paralyzing nausea and pain that makes 
him wonder if Serenity is less of a paradise and 
more of a prison. When Malik Bruder, his 
classmate, discovers that the major employer, a 
traffic-cone factory, is just a front for something 
more sinister, the two boys, along with friends 
Hector Amani and Tori Pritel, decide to investigate. 
They find that Serenity, which holds honesty and 
integrity above all else, is built on a lie. The truth is 
so shocking that it puts into question everything 
they know, even their identities. The mystery is 
unraveled through several alternating first-person 
narratives. The distinctive voices of a cynic, a true 
believer, a hopeful optimist, a terrified tag-along 
and others create depth, while break-ins, theft, 
vandalism and an explosive car chase keep the 
pages turning. A cliffhanger ending points to at 
least one sequel.
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5.3 $23.00

Lost in the forest, a boy is mesmerized by a story 
about three princesses trapped under a witch's 
spell until they save a life through a special 
harmonica. This story within a story is prelude to a 
set of three more: young Friedrich, working in a 
harmonica factory in 1933 Germany, watches as 
his sister joins the Hitler Youth and his father 
endangers the family by speaking out against the 
Nazis, sending Friedrich on a desperate plan of 
rescue. Two orphaned brothers with musical talent 
in 1935 Pennsylvania struggle to stay together, 
resting their hopes on a rich widow and a traveling 
harmonica band. In 1942 California, Ivy Lopez's 
family takes over the farm of an interned Japanese 
family, where Ivy finds herself for the first time in a 
segregated school. She strives to bring three 
families together -- white, Latino, and Japanese 
American -- who all have sons in the armed forces. 
Ryan fluidly builds setting, character, and drama 
for each story and then leaves each on a knife's 
edge; the expected yet compelling epilogue winds 
all stories together, on one splendid postwar night 
at Carnegie Hall. The harmonica and the love of 
music serve as the unifying threads for these tales 
of young people who save the lives and spirits of 
their families and neighbors, each in a time 
marked by bigotry and violence.
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5.3 $16.00

-It's 2041, and 12-year-old Dash Gibson lives with his family 
in Moon Base Alpha, the first lunar outpost. Life is mostly 
dull (watching TV, going to the gym to keep fit, and playing 
video games-not much variety) until Ronald Holtz, beloved 
base physician, dies under suspicious circumstances. 
Despite warnings from the base's autocratic commander, 
Dash continues to investigate the incident as a possible 
murder. The story is fun, if somewhat thin; a space-age 
Agatha Christie mystery grafted onto a Scooby Doo plot. 
There are multiple suspects, each with a seemingly 
plausible motive-the scientist who accuses Dr. Holtz of 
stealing his brilliant idea; the shoddy psychiatrist whom 
Holtz tried to keep off of the mission; even Lars Sjoberg, the 
hapless and arrogant billionaire space tourist. Some of the 
characters are colored with a broad brush, such as Kira the 
tween-age super hacker; the vile, "pure white" Sjoberg
family; and Chang Hi-Tech, the tattooed and mohawked
tech guru. But Gibbs's passion for science is obvious, and 
his portrayal of what life might be like for a middle schooler 
in space is credible and insightful. The difficulty of learning 
to run in reduced gravity, the dreary food, ubiquitous 
technologies, and recycled water (urine is purified and 
returned to the reservoir) all are treated evenhandedly and 
with reference to relevant science. The prospect and 
related concerns of contact with a distant race of super-
intelligent beings provide an intriguing "what if" 
counterpoint.
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5.3 $21.00
For most orphans in seventeenth-century London, life is 
cruel and short. Christopher Rowe is one of the lucky 
few: chosen for an apprenticeship to a kind and brilliant 
apothecary, Benedict Blackthorn, Christopher is happily 
learning to solve complex intellectual puzzles and 
concoct everything from healing potions to gunpowder. 
But this idyll is not destined to last—someone is 
murdering the apothecaries of London. On Christopher’s 
fourteenth birthday, Blackthorn is killed, the shop 
ransacked, and suspicion falls on the young apprentice. 
Beleaguered and on the run, his only assistance the help 
of his friend Tom, Christopher must follow his master’s 
last instructions, written as a series of puzzles, to 
uncover the secret superweapon sought by his master’s 
murderers—and then decide what to do with it. Sands’ 
thrilling debut is full of twists, turns, and ingenious codes 
and riddles. At the same time, the book also brings 
Reformation England to life in exquisite period detail, 
exploring the roots of modern science, medicine, and 
explosives, and Christopher’s moral dilemma of what to 
do with a doomsday weapon is both touching and 
timeless.
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5.6 $21.00

A middle school student learns the meaning of 
redemption in this excellent coming-of-age story. For 
the rest of the country, it was the year President 
Kennedy was assassinated. For Arthur Owens, it would 
always be the year his Dad died. Arthur is struggling to 
adapt. When he sees his Dad's hat being worn by the 
neighborhood "Junk Man," it is just too much. Arthur 
isn't a bad kid, but he picks up that brick and throws it 
just the same. The judge pronounces a "highly 
unconventional sentence." At the behest of the victim 
James Hampton, the "Junk Man," Arthur must spend 
every weekend of his community service helping to 
complete Hampton's artistic masterpiece. Inspired by 
real life artist James Hampton's life and work, "The 
Throne of the Third Heaven of the Nations' Millennium 
General Assembly," the plot avoids overt religious tones 
and sticks with the exploration of friendship, love, and 
life's most important lessons. From the "Junk Man's" 
neighbor, Groovy Jim, to no-nonsense Probation Officer 
Billie to Arthur's new best pal Squeak, and even his 
family, Pearsall has struck just the right tone by imbuing 
her well-rounded, interesting characters with authentic 
voices and pacing the action perfectly.
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5.6 $22.00

Linny lives in the magical, wrinkled hills of a 
small village where girls are forbidden to 
touch a lourka (a locally made instrument) 
until their twelfth birthday, or they will be 
taken by the Voices to Away. But Linny
cannot resist, and her disobedience 
inadvertently brings the curse not upon 
herself but upon her best friend, Sayra. 
Determined to make right her wrongs and 
bring Sayra home, Linny leaves the village to 
travel to the Broken City and the Plain, 
accompanied by her father’s apprentice, 
Elias. This novel’s premise is interesting, 
setting up a conflict between the magical 
and the logical, but it comes up short. The 
plot is slow in too many places, and while 
Linny is believable and unique, other 
characters are less well developed.
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5.9 $21.00

Silly's family is in distress. Moving to their New 
Hampshire summer house, which was supposed to 
help, has only exacerbated her mother's drinking 
problem. Silly's father finds refuge in his academic 
study of fairy tales, leaving 11-year-old Silly and her 
three sisters to fend for themselves. Silly resents the 
fact that her siblings view her as the baby, and exclude 
her from the secrets they hide behind their bedroom 
doors. But the day their mother finally turns her wrath 
on Silly, the bedroom door cracks open and Astrid pulls 
Silly into the room to share their secret: the bedroom 
closet is a magic portal that allows the girls to escape 
to worlds of their creating. "We let the closet take care 
of us" Astrid explains, "and it always does." Silly soon 
discovers other closets are magical as well, feeding 
what each girl needs. Not all the girls' desires are 
benevolent, however, and as the summer wears on, 
the seductive alternative worlds begin to separate the 
sisters. Silly realizes the siren call of the closets may 
soon cause irreparable damage
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5.8 $19.00

Greg Heffley is kicking it old school in the 
newest addition to the Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
series—though not by choice. As has come to 
be expected, his candid diary account of his 
day-to-day experiences is filled with humor 
and comic doodles. Prime among his 
observations is that grown-ups are convinced 
life was much better when they were kids. 
But Greg can’t figure out what was so great 
about it. No one ever smiles in old-timey 
photos; there was no air-conditioning or baby 
wipes; and everyone thought Kick the Can 
was actually fun. What’s more, his mom has 
organized a technology-free weekend for the 
neighborhood, filled with community service 
activities. (Greg’s disastrous attempt at selling 
lemonade and his evasion of park clean-up 
duties are sure to garner laughs.) The 
highlight, however, is his class trip to 
Hardscrabble Farms for a week in the woods. 
Mishaps galore and a chilling rumor make for 
a highly entertaining, and fairly smelly, foray 
into the great outdoors and, thank
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4-6 $15.50

When Tommy Rust's dad 
interrupts the championship 
baseball game, Tommy knows it's 
time to leave town again. As he 
becomes Brock, he must also face 
having a new identity. In an 
attempt to make friends, Brock 
throws a rock at his gym teacher's 
window. When Coach Hudgens
catches him, the Coach seems 
more interested in his ability to 
throw than his crime, eventually 
asking him to join his travel 
baseball team. Brock is unsure if 
he wants to join a team with a 
losing record even if his father lets 
him. Students, especially boys, 
will be drawn in and kept in 
suspense, both with the thrilling 
baseball games and the mystery 
surrounding Brock and his dad.

101



3-6 $15.00

Twelve-year-old Julian Twerski didn't 
mean for "soft in the head" Danley
Dimmel to get hurt. He doesn't deny he 
was there when it happened, but it 
wasn't one hundred percent his fault, 
and maybe he could have stopped it. 
But now that Julian and his gang have 
served their week's suspension from 
school, Julian's English teacher, Mr. 
Selkirk, wants him to write about it. 
Exactly what happened is the elephant 
in the room for the rest of the novel (set 
in 1960s Queens, New York), as Julian 
does indeed write -- nine composition 
notebooks' worth -- about everything 
but Danley Dimmel. Julian tells of how 
he killed a pigeon and how sad he was, 
how he caused a car accident, how his 
friend Quentin burned off his eyebrows, 
how he was buddied up with Beverly 
Segal on a field trip to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.
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3-6 $15.00
A two-week trip to China allows sixth-grader Anna 
Wang to reflect on her Asian-American identity. At 
the end of The Year of the Baby (2013), Anna's 
teacher, Ms. Sylvester, invited Anna to come with 
her to Beijing to help her take home an adopted 
Chinese baby. In this third title in the series, Anna 
does just that, leaving for an unfamiliar country 
almost before she's adjusted to middle school. 
Anna's journey provides an opportunity to 
consider the question "Who am I," raised in her 
social studies class. Very aware of differences of 
skin and hair color, she appreciates that in China 
she doesn't stand out. It's a strain to speak a 
language she doesn't know well, and she misses 
her family. Her narration clearly conveys the 
experience of foreign travel from a sixth-grade 
point of view; it's light on famous sights and heavy 
on personal encounters. A friendly hotel waitress 
invites Anna to her family's one-room home. She 
even gets to visit the Lucky Family Orphanage 
where her own sister once lived, bringing the 
money she and new middle school friends raised 
with a fortune-cookie bake sale and baby caps they 
knitted.
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3-6 $16.00

Abby is an average sixth grader, or so she 
thinks, until the day she puts her hands up 
to her earlobes and realizes that the 
hardboiled egg in front of her is slowly 
spinning. Now, a spinning egg in itself is 
nothing extraordinary, but this one starts 
to spin when Abby tugs on her earlobes. 
So begins Abby?s adventure into the 
extraordinary. She attends a new magic 
camp, meets other children who have 
silly, useless magical powers similar to 
hers, discovers that they are being used as 
guinea pigs by a large pharmaceutical 
company, and plans a daring escape. This 
book is a whimsical feast for children. The 
characters are well developed; the story is 
magical and reminiscent of Eva Ibbotsen?s
wonderful books. The chapters are short 
and move the plot along quickly. It is an 
adventure from beginning to end and a 
plain good story. It would be a fantastic 
choice for a book club, with lots of 
possibilities for conversation and related 
activities.
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3-6 $17.00

This is a short, high-interest 
novel for reluctant middle-level 
readers. The story unfolds as 
Christine, who is visiting her 
great-aunt Maude for the 
summer, works to catch the 
thief who is targeting tourists in 
their idyllic small town. With the 
help of her aunt and Simon, 
Christine is able to unravel the 
mysterious burglaries and 
apprehend the thieves. The plot 
is fast-paced, the characters are 
extremely likeable, and the 
clues about the burglaries 
provide the reader with enough 
information to solve the mystery 
before the conclusion.
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3-6 $16.00

Eleven-year-old Violet, 
whose African American 
father died before she was 
born, has always felt 
different from her white 
mom and half-sister. Then 
Violet meets her paternal 
grandmother, and the two 
quickly form a strong bond 
that fills a void in each of 
their lives. Woods carefully 
fuses an affirmation of 
familial love's healing 
properties to a gentle 
exploration of cultural and 
racial identity.
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4-6 $16.00

It is the 100th anniversary of 
Fenway Park, home to the Boston 
Red Sox, and everyone is excited for 
a great season, except their star 
pitcher, Billee Orbit. The Red Sox 
have finally broken the Curse of the 
Bambino, winning two World 
Series, but Billee believes there is a 
new curse. To help him work 
through it, he turns to his young 
friend Alfredo 'Stats' Pagano, of 
Papa Pagano's Red Sox Red Hots 
hotdog stand, a staple at Fenway 
since Alfredo's grandfather opened 
it when he arrived in America. 
Billee and Stats try to figure out 
what could have caused the new 
curse and how to counter it. They 
look into all possibilities, including 
the ballpark's history, Chi, ley lines, 
and pyramids.
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3-6 $16.00

In a story with strong middle-grade 
appeal, Jinx has grown up in the 
Urwald, an enormous, sentient 
forest where humans exist on 
sufferance, safe only in their own 
clearings and the paths between 
them. Trolls and werewolves prowl 
the Urwald, as do dangerous 
witches and wizards. After Jinx's 
brutal stepfather decides to 
abandon him in the forest, the boy 
is saved by a crusty, morally 
ambiguous wizard named Simon, 
who takes him in as a servant, 
eventually teaching him some 
magic. Years later, a 12-year-old 
Jinx and two new friends set off to 
find another wizard, the monstrous 
Bonemaster, in hopes he can help 
them overcome their respective 
magical troubles.
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3-6 $15.00

Fair play is the theme of this 
uncomplicated sports novel. Eighth-
grader Nate is shocked to see his soccer-
playing aunt deliberately pass up a chance 
at an easy score after her defender goes 
down with an injury, and he is bemused 
by her claim that there’s a right way to 
win and a wrong way. Nate’s own 
amateur team is in a close contest for a 
league championship, and when he 
emulates his aunt in a similar situation 
and the match ends in a tie, he gets 
considerable heat from his teammates. 
But he also sees others following his 
example both on and off the pitch, and 
though he finds himself on the losing side 
in the final game, he comes away 
understanding that the final score is 
secondary to the certainty that he and his 
mates played their best—in more ways 
than one. Bowen tucks in plenty of soccer 
action—plus a chocolate chip cookie 
recipe—and closes with some real-life 
sports incidents that exemplify the 
principle he wants to highlight.
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3-5 $15.00

Franny's mom says every mad 
scientist needs a lab assistant. 
So for Valentine's Day Franny 
gets just that -- a Lab assistant. 
Except Igor isn't a pure Lab. He's 
also part poodle, part 
Chihuahua, part beagle, part 
spaniel, part shepherd -- and all 
thumbs.Franny is fuming. She 
doesn't even need an assistant. 
What's she supposed to do with 
a good-for-nothing one like 
Igor?

And things get even worse when 
a giant, fifty-foot, arrow-
shooting cupid starts causing 
trouble all over town. Franny 
knows it's up to her -- and only 
her -- to save the day. Or is it?
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4-6 $16.00

Delphine and her sisters return to 
Brooklyn from visiting their estranged 
mother, Cecile, a poet who sent them 
off every day to a camp run by the 
Black Panthers in Williams-Garcia's 
Newbery Honor-winning One Crazy 
Summer. It wasn't the California 
vacation they expected, but the 
experience rocked their world. Big Ma, 
their grandmother, is no longer just a 
stern taskmaster, she's an oppressor. 
Delphine, who again narrates, loses 
interest in magazines like Tiger Beat 
and Seventeen: "When there's Afros 
and black faces on the cover, I'll buy 
one," she tells a storeowner. Reflecting 
society at large in 1968, change and 
conflict have the Gaither household in 
upheaval: Pa has a new girlfriend, 
Uncle Darnell returns from Vietnam a 
damaged young man, and the sixth-
grade teacher Delphine hoped to get 
has been replaced by a man from 
Zambia.
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3-6 $15.00

-In this outer-space adventure, Joss is the 
billions-year-old seventh son of the 
Supreme Overlord of the Universe. He's 
charged with delivering pies that contain 
"the fundamental forces of nature" in his 
home, "The Realms," which are located in 
dark matter. Joss's problems are 
proportionately grand when Annika 
Klutzman, an Earthling girl, accidentally 
catches a glimpse of The Realms through 
her dad's telescope. Such a violation 
results in Earth (and its solar system) 
vanishing from space and time and 
Annika being transported to a meeting of 
the "Powers That Be" (PTB). Joss's friend 
Kal's parents were unfortunately visiting 
Earth on this fateful day, resulting in Kal's
elimination as well. Joss is set on rescuing 
his friend by rebuilding the solar system-
with Annika's help, of course. Annika's 
spirited sauciness and Joss's 
determination enable them to overcome 
a multitude of obstacles: stolen data, 
withheld information, a saboteur, and 
more.
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4-7 $16.00

After establishing a loyal 
audience with his previous 
series, Mull takes fantasy fans 
into the realm of Five Kingdoms. 
The adventure begins when Cole 
Randolph follows his kidnapped 
friends and their captors 
through a mysterious portal. In 
an attempt to free his friends, 
Cole is captured and sold to the 
Sky Raiders. He meets Mira, a 
special Shaper whom he 
discovers is one of five 
daughters of the High King. Her 
unleashed powers are becoming 
an entity unto themselves, 
threatening the very balance of 
magic and leadership of the Five 
Kingdoms. Cole and Mira escape 
to begin a quest that will restore 
balance to the Five Kingdoms
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4-6 $16.00

Ten-year-old New Yorker Albie is 
starting at P.S. 183, having been kicked 
out of his fancy prep school because of 
low grades. Albie tries hard, but he's a 
middle-of-the-road (at best) student, 
an "almost," as he calls it. At his new 
school, he starts a tentative friendship 
with fellow outcast Betsy, who has a 
stutter, and he's buoyed by small 
successes in math club and on spelling 
tests. Most importantly, though, his 
new babysitter, Calista, is a sympathetic 
adult. Her low-key approach to 
confidence-boosting includes teaching 
him to draw superheroes and taking 
him to the zoo for a "sad day" after a 
particularly challenging day of school --
which, unfortunately, leads to her 
dismissal. Like Kevin Henkes's Billy 
Miller (The Year of Billy Miller, rev. 
9/13), Albie is a sweet, vulnerable kid 
who just needs a little extra help and to 
whom readers may well relate.
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4-6 $16.00

The cats had just begun to gather the 
day that Lillian, an orphan girl, was 
bitten by a poisonous snake. To keep 
her from dying, they changed her into a 
kitten. Lillian was devastated to see her 
beloved aunt frantically searching for 
her missing niece, not realizing the 
kitten rubbing against her legs was 
Lillian. Lillian then knew she had to find 
someone who could turn her back into 
a girl. She befriends several magical 
creatures, including Old Mother 
Possum, who used her magic to turn 
Lillian back into a girl. But when Lillian 
returned home she found her aunt 
dead. She again traveled into the 
wilderness to find a way to reverse 
what happened, and was sent to find 
the Bear People. With the help of a 
surprising friend she was able to return 
to the farm to make her life right again. 
This story of bravery, friendship, and 
self-discovery is a tale filled with 
enchantment and adventure.
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3-6 $15.00

Henry Green is a boy who loves 
chocolate. He likes it bitter, 
sweet, dark, light, and daily; for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and 
snacks; in cakes, candy bars, 
milk, and every other form you 
can possibly imagine. Henry 
probably loves chocolate more 
than any boy in the history of 
the world. One day-it starts off 
like any other day-Henry finds 
that strange things are 
happening to him. First he 
makes medical history with the 
only case of Chocolate Fever 
ever. Then he finds himself 
caught up in a wild and hilarious 
chase, climaxed by a very 
unusual hijacking!
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4-6 $17.50

Sam is a wizard's apprentice whose master 
dies halfway through his education. When 
former students of the great man quickly 
arrive on the scene with their own agendas, 
they are not impressed with the 12-year-
old's abilities, and he cannot imagine 
becoming an apprentice to one of them. His 
closest companion has been Starback, a 
small dragon that has followed him loyally, 
but when he makes his escape from 
Flaxfield's little home and the wizards who 
now occupy it, even Starback deserts him. 
Sam has no way of knowing that the dragon 
has left him to divert the magicians who are 
on the boy's trail. Suddenly, Sam does not 
know whom to trust. A dwarfish being 
called a roffle convinces him that if he 
wants to continue his magical education, he 
can do no better than the College. On 
arrival, Sam finds that the dean is more 
interested in parlor tricks than in the deep 
magic that Flaxfield taught him to respect. 
Moving on, he becomes caught up in a 
wizards' war that leaves him near death
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3-6 $15.00

This book is a unique, highly 
immersive fantasy that will draw 
readers in from the first page; the 
storytelling and beautiful use of 
language will engage readers. 
Twelve-year-old Felicity, her 
mother, and young sister have 
wandered around the country since 
their father left, until they roll into 
Midnight Gulch, Tennessee to stay 
with their aunt. Felicity learns of a 
town that was once magic, until a 
dramatic duel and subsequent 
curse was placed on it. Felicity feels 
that there are "snickers" of magic 
still found in Midnight Gulch, 
including her own mysterious way 
of physically seeing words. She 
quickly befriends a mysterious boy 
named Jonah who does anonymous 
good deeds.
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4-6 $15.00

As Armani Curtis' 10th birthday 
approaches, so does something far 
more ominous--a threatening storm in 
the Gulf of Mexico called Katrina. 
Armani's family, residents of New 
Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward, doesn't 
have much in the way of material 
comforts, but they certainly have a 
strong and happy family, at least until 
Katrina blows in. During Armani's 
birthday party, the family is informed 
that the mayor has ordered an 
evacuation, but lacking the means to 
escape New Orleans, they must simply 
hunker down until the floodwaters 
force them to the roof. First, Armani's 
beloved grandmother dies, and then 
her father and brother are swept away 
by the floodwaters. When the rest of 
the Curtis clan makes its way to the 
Superdome, Mama must seek help for 
her sick baby boy, leaving Armani to get 
her two little sisters to a shelter until 
the family can be reunited. 
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3-6 $15.50

"A combined edition of 
'The magic bed-knob' and 
'Bonfires and 
broomsticks.'" With the 
powers they acquire from a 
spinster who is studying to 
be a witch, three English 
children have a series of 
exciting and perilous 
adventures traveling on a 
flying bed that takes them 
to a London police station, 
a tropical island, and back 
in time to the seventeenth 
century.
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3-6 $15.00

The best con man in the 
Midwest is only ten years 
old. Tom, a.k.a., the Great 
Brain, is a silver-tongued 
genius with a knack for 
turning a profit. When the 
Jenkins boys get lost in 
Skeleton Cave, the Great 
Brain saves the day. 
Whether it's saving the kids 
at school, or helping out 
Peg-leg Andy, or Basil, the 
new kid at school, the 
Great Brain always 
manages to come out on 
top—and line his pockets in 
the process
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3-6 $15.00

Henry's father promises 
to take him salmon 
fishing if he can keep 
Ribsy out of trouble for 
the next month. But 
that's no easy task, 
especially when Ramona 
gets into the act.
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4-6 $17.50

From the moment Mary Poppins 
arrives at Number Seventeen Cherry-
Tree Lane, everyday life at the Banks 
house is forever changed. This classic 
series tells the story of the world's 
most beloved nanny, who brings 
enchantment and excitement with 
her everywhere she goes. Featuring 
the charming original cover art by 
Mary Shepard, these new editions 
are sure to delight readers of all 
ages.
Only the incomparable Mary Poppins 
can lead the Banks children on one 
marvelous adventure after another. 
Together they meet the Goosegirl
and the Swineherd, argue with 
talking cats on a distant planet, make 
the acquaintance of the folks who 
live under dandelions, and celebrate 
a birthday by dancing with their own 
shadows. And that's just for starters!
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5-8 $15.00

In 1871, in the small town of Placid, Wis., 
a sister goes missing and a great 
adventure begins. Disconsolate over the 
end of a promising courtship, Agatha 
Burkhardt runs off without so much as a 
goodbye to her younger sister, Georgie. 
When the sheriff attempts to locate and 
retrieve Agatha, he brings home not the 
vibrant sister that Georgie adores, but an 
unidentifiable body wearing Agatha's ball 
gown. Alone in her belief that the body is 
not her sister's, Georgie sneaks away in 
the dead of night, determined to retrace 
Agatha's steps in order to solve the 
mystery of her disappearance and, she 
hopes, to bring her home. To Georgie's 
surprise, she's joined on the journey by 
her sister's former flame. And what a 
journey it is, fraught with mountain lions, 
counterfeiters and marriage proposals. 
The truly memorable characters and 
setting--particularly descriptions of the 
incredible phenomenon of passenger-
pigeon nesting and migration--and the 
gradual unraveling of the mystery of 
Agatha's disappearance make this one 
hard to put down.
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3-6 $15.50

In this fun, folksy outing set in 
1923, 12-year-old Eben McAllister 
has seven days to find seven 
wonders in Sassafras Springs, Mo. 
Convinced that his ordinary berg 
has nothing on the Seven Wonders 
of the World, Eben reluctantly 
accepts his father's challenge: "I 
just think there's no use searching 
the world for Wonders when you 
can't see the marvels right under 
your own nose." What follows is a 
weeklong odyssey where Eben asks 
people he's known his whole life if 
they have anything special lying 
around. They do. It's not the 
objects themselves that are so 
extraordinary-an applehead doll 
named Miss Zeldy, a rickety 
bookcase, a table-as much as his 
neighbors' magical stories that 
accompany them that will inspire 
everything from chuckles to chills.
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3-6 $15.50

The land was theirs, but so were 
its hardships

Strawberries -- big, ripe, and 
juicy. Ten-year-old Birdie Boyer 
can hardly wait to start picking 
them. But her family has just 
moved to the Florida 
backwoods, and they haven′t 
even begun their planting. 
&quot;;Don′t count your biddies 
′fore they′re hatched, gal young 
un!&quot;; her father tells her.

Making the new farm prosper is 
not easy. There is heat to suffer 
through, and droughts, and cold 
snaps. And, perhaps most 
worrisome of all for the Boyers, 
there are rowdy neighbors, just 
itching to start a feud.
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3-6 $15.00

The life of a country church mouse at 
Saint Bartholemew's is pleasant 
enough. However, each October 4th is 
the annual Blessing of the Beasts in 
honor of Saint Francis. On that day, the 
villagers bring their farm animals and 
pets, including cats, to the church for 
Father Murphy to bless. The mice must 
remain unseen. Then, at this most 
inopportune time, Millicent births a 
litter of noisy "mouselets" right in the 
sexton's closet; and, several members 
of Vivian's ill-behaved brood have been 
spotted by the entire Altar Guild. 
Despite his reluctance to do so, Father 
Murphy is pressured to call for the 
white truck with the giant rat on top 
and the man inside who brings the 
chemicals and the traps. It is up to 
Hildegard, the Mouse Mistress of Saint 
Bartholemew's, and her companion 
Roderick to devise a plan to save them 
all.
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4-6 $15.50

NFL insider Green brings together 
his two heroes--Ty (Football Hero, 
2008) and Troy (Football Champ, 
2009)--in this gridiron mystery 
focused on teen football phenoms. 
The action takes place during a 
seven-on-seven tournament for 
middle-school athletes held during 
Super Bowl week. As often happens 
in Green's tales, there are bad guys 
from the mob attempting to gain an 
illicit edge. Both Ty and Troy are 
targets of the D'Amico family, 
which requires that FBI agents play 
a role in guarding Ty while his 
brother, professional receiver 
Thane, recovers from a devastating 
knee injury. Ty is the featured 
character for the most part, but 
both Troy and Tate, a female friend, 
have a role to play.
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4-6 $15..50

Narrated from a child's perspective, 
this is a heartwarming, 
contemporary story. Organized 
around a calendar year, Airgood's
story is of a young girl from rural 
North Carolina who moves with her 
family to her mother's childhood 
farm. Her parents make their living 
by selling homemade birdhouses 
and quilts, and farm produce. 
When Granny, who homeschooled 
Prairie, decides to move back to 
North Carolina, her parents decide 
that she will attend school. The 
adjustment is difficult, but Prairie 
makes her first friend, Ivy. When 
Ivy's mother gets married, Prairie 
and her family keep Ivy with them 
until the end of the school year.
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